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Claim Status 

Claims 1-26 are pending. Claims 1-26 are rejected as detailed below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 2, 6, 7, 10 and 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Pub No 2002/0062262 issued to Vasconi et al (hereafter Vasconi). 
Claim 1: 

Vasconi discloses: 

a server in communication with a data storage device via a communications link, said 
server executing: web server software operable for hosting and serving web pages; and 
applications software, including a branding tool operable for creating and disseminating branded 
information [Fig 3 A, 300] 

a database associated with said data storage device, said database storing: supplier 
subscription records operable for facilitating portal services, said supplier subscription records 
including customer target records; and customer profile records [Fig 3 A, 305]; 
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a link to an enterprise portal site of a registered customer system [Fig 3 A, 240]; 
and a link to a subscribing supplier system [Fig 3B, 250] ; 

wherein said branding tool maps said branded information provided in said supplier 
subscription records to profile information provided in said customer profile records and 
transfers resulting targeted branded information to said customer system [paragraph 28]. 

Claim 2: 

Vasconi discloses a means for allowing said customer system to initiate contact with said 
subscribing supplier system subsequent to receiving said targeted branded information 
[paragraph 31] 

Claim 6: 

Vasconi discloses wherein said applications software includes at least an enterprise 
directory service tool [paragraph 33] 

Claim 7: 

Vasconi discloses a means for implementing web site metrics tracking based upon 
activities conducted by said registered customer system [paragraph 30, digest of an order which 
is encrypted] 1 . 

Claim 10: 



1 Above is examiner's broadest reasonable interpretation because limitation is not supported in the specification. 
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Vasconi disclose an employee name [paragraph 60] and a customer profile record 
[paragraph 89]. 

Claim 12: 

Vasconi discloses delivery schedules [paragraph 30] 
Claim 13: 

Vasconi discloses inventory visibility [paragraph 63]. 
Claim 14: 

Vasconi discloses customer entity [paragraph 32, job role of employee of said customer 
entity [paragraph 60 and subject of interest [paragraph 32]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set' forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Vasconi in 
view of Pub No US 2002/005591 1 issued to Guerreri. 

Claim 3: 
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Vasconi discloses the elements of claim 1 as noted above but does not disclose wherein 
said server periodically collects said branded information provided via said supplier subscription 
records and populates a portal web site associated with said registered customer system utilizing 
metatags provided by said subscribing supplier system. Guerreri discloses the buyer may input 
examples of words that commercial websites may use as metatags to attract customers to their 
website [paragraph 35]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Vasconi to include wherein said server periodically collects 
said branded information provided via said supplier subscription records and populates a portal 
web site associated with said registered customer system utilizing metatags provided by said 
subscribing supplier system based on the teachings of Guerreri for the purpose of attracting 
customers to their website [paragraph 35]. 

Claim 4: 

The combination of Vasconi and Guerreri discloses the elements of claims 1 and 3 as 
noted above but does not disclose wherein said branding tool utilizes said metatags for 
preventing dissemination of said branded information to unauthorized systems. Examiner 
maintains that per claim 3, metatags are used to populate the portal website of a registered 
customer, it is inherent that wherein said branding tool utilizes said metatags for preventing 
dissemination of said branded information to unauthorized systems. 

Claim 5: 
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The combination of Vasconi and Guerreri discloses the elements of claims land 3 as 
noted above and furthermore discloses wherein said portal web site is hosted by said information 
exchange system [Vasconi Figs 3 A, 3B] 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Vasconi in view of 
Pub No US 20020138527 issued to Bell et al (hereafter Bell). . 

Claim 8: 

Vasconi discloses the elements of claim 1 as noted above but does not disclose wherein 
said branding tool generates and disseminates reports based upon said web site metrics tracking. 
Bell discloses reporting login tracking [paragraph 146]. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Vasconi to include wherein 
said branding tool generates and disseminates reports based upon said web site metrics tracking 
based on the disclosure of Bell for the purpose of providing participants with information 
regarding frequency of access to the website [paragraph 146] 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Vasconi in view of 
Pub No US 2003/0074424 issued to Giles et al (hereafter Giles). 

Claim 9: 

Vasconi discloses the elements of claim 1 as noted above but does not disclose wherein 
said enterprise portal site includes personal employee web portals for employees of said 
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registered customer system. Giles discloses a personal portal of John Smith [paragraphs 60 and 
63 and Figs 4 and 5]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Vasconi to include wherein said enterprise portal site includes 
personal employee web portals for employees of said registered customer system based on the 
disclosure of Giles for the purpose of customizing a web page according to the information 
required by the employee in order to perform his role in the company [paragraph 63]. 

Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Vasconi. 
Claim 11: 

Vasconi discloses employee job function and employee job title [paragraph 60] but does 
not disclose employee language. Official Notice is taken that employee language is well-known 
and expected in the art. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Vasconi to include employee language for the purpose of 
providing communications which the employee can understand. 

Claims 15-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Vasconi in 
view of Guerreri and further in view of Bell. 

Claims 15 and 21: 

Vasconi discloses: 



Application/Control Number: 10/080,423 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2161 

receiving a request to access a branding services tool by a subscribing supplier system 
[paragraph 71] 

providing a web page requesting target information and supplier information from said 
subscribing supplier system [paragraph 67] 

receiving a response to requested target information and said supplier information [paragraph 

71]; 

storing said response in a target record [paragraph 67] 

Vasconi discloses the elements of claim 15 as noted above but does not disclose 
associating metatags with response data provided in said target record. Guerreri discloses the 
buyer may input examples of words that commercial websites may use as metatags to attract 
customers to their website [paragraph 35]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify Vasconi to include associating metatags 
with response data provided in said target record based on the teachings of Guerreri for the 
purpose of attracting customers to their website [paragraph 35]. 

The combination of Vasconi and Guerreri discloses provided in said target record; if a 
match is found, transmitting associated branded information to a customer system associated 
with said customer profile records [Vasconi, paragraph 71]; 

The combination of Vasconi and Guerreri discloses the elements of claim 15 as noted 
above but does not disclose gathering usage data from said customer profile records; generating a 
report; and transmitting said report to said subscribing supplier system. Bell discloses reporting 
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login tracking [paragraph 146]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Vasconi to include gathering usage data from said 
customer profile records; generating a report; and transmitting said report to said subscribing 
supplier system based on the disclosure of Bell for the purpose of providing participants with 
information regarding frequency of access to the website [paragraph 146] 

Claims 16 and 22: 

The combination of Vasconi, Guerreri and Bell discloses the elements of claim 15/21 as 
noted above and furthermore, disclose an employee name [paragraph 60] and a customer profile 
record [Vasconi, paragraph 89]. 

Claim 17 and 23: 

The combination of Vasconi, Guerreri and Bell discloses the elements of claim 15/21 as 
noted above and furthermore, discloses inventory visibility [Vasconi, paragraph 63]. 

Claim 18 and 24: 

The combination of Vasconi, Guerreri and Bell discloses the elements of claim 15/21 as 
noted above and furthermore discloses delivery schedules [Vasconi, paragraph 30] 

Claim 19 and 25: 

The combination of Vasconi, Guerreri and Bell discloses the elements of claim 15/21 as 
noted above and furthermore discloses customer entity [Vasconi, paragraph 32, job role of 
employee of said customer entity [Vasconi, paragraph 60 and subject of interest, paragraph 32]. 
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Claims 20 and 26: 

The combination of Vasconi, Guerreri and Bell discloses the elements of claims 15/21 as 
noted above and furthermore discloses implementing a billing process between said information 
exchange system and said supplier system based upon volume of activity conducted by said 
customer system related to said supplier system [Vasconi, paragraph 30]. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1-26 have been considered. Applicant's 
arguments regarding the rejections under the first and second paragraphs of 35 USC 1 12 are 
persuasive and thus such rejections have been withdrawn. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Etienne P. LeRoux whose telephone number is (571) 272-4022. 
The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday, 8:00am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Safet Metjahic can be reached on (571) 272-4023. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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